Discussion- Perspectives of Nursing
[bookmark: _GoBack]All Americans should have access to healthcare. Notably, there are certain rights to which human beings are entitled by virtue of their humanity. Human rights exist irrespective of people's culture, race, economic status, or religion. It is through the exercise of such rights that people can enjoy a dignified life. Among the rights people entitled by virtue of humanity, the right to health is the most fundamental. Universal healthcare is important because it helps people, especially those from marginalized populations, to live lives of the highest dignity. The right to healthcare is also among the human rights recognized internationally. Conversely, the United States and other nations signed the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 (Castillo et al., 2017). This declaration noted that every human being has the right to a living standard of health and well-being of oneself and their families, and this includes medical care. The World Health Assembly resolution 58.33, signed by the member states to the World Health Organization, hinted that every individual should access healthcare services, and they should not experience financial difficulties in their endeavor to access healthcare services (Castillo et al., 2017). 
Besides, access to healthcare could improve public health. Notably, evidence shows that broadening health coverage could result in effective access to appropriate healthcare as well as enhanced population health, specifically for individuals with limited financial resources. Ensuring access to healthcare services for all Americans could save more lives. The lack of health insurance results in more than 44 789 fatalities each year in the United States (Buchanan, 2017). Specifically, without health insurance, chronic health conditions, like heart attack, heart failure, stroke, and high blood pressure increase suffering and the risk of death, particularly for individuals from marginalized communities. Therefore, access to healthcare services would make such people access medical services and thus reduce the severity of such health conditions. Consequently, the risk of death would reduce.        
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